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San Juan County Fire Department responds to Fatal Residential Structure Fire  

 

SAN JUAN COUNTY, NM – At approximately 5:00am, the San Juan County Fire Department responded to a call 
regarding a structure fire near Mesa Elementary School on Highway 491, in Shiprock, NM. 
 
Firefighting crews from Shiprock and Valley Fire Departments arrived to find an active residential structure fire in the 
teacher housing units adjacent to Mesa Elementary School. An aggressive fire suppression and search/rescue operation 
was initiated by the responding crews.  Firefighters discovered that the fire extended to the attic of the duplex structure.  
During overhaul, one victim was found to be deceased. The name of the victim has not yet been released. 
 
San Juan County Fire Department officials are still investigating the cause of the fire. The fatality will be investigated by 
the New Mexico State Police.  An immediate cause of death for the victim is still under investigation. 
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