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October 3, 2013            KMX1 
 

For Immediate Release 
 

COUNTY WIDE EMERGENCY RESPONSE DRILL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2013.  

 

SAN JUAN COUNTY, NM -- A simulated emergency response drill, sponsored by Kinder Morgan West Region Natural 
Gas Pipelines, will be held in San Juan County on Saturday, October 12, 2013.   With the coordination and support of 
Kinder Morgan and San Juan College, San Juan County Office of Emergency Management will be testing local 
emergency response agencies from Farmington, Aztec, and Bloomfield, along with County and State agencies, to 
determine how well we can collectively respond to emergencies when resources are called to multiple locations. 
 
The exercise will take place in four locations around San Juan County; in Farmington at San Juan College, in Bloomfield 
at the Kinder Morgan facility on CR 4900, at San Juan Regional Medical Center, and an Emergency Operation Center drill 
will take place in Aztec at the San Juan County Fire Operations building. The pre-staging areas for this training exercise 
will be in the parking lot of Heights Middle School in Farmington, and the Bloomfield High School parking lot.   

 
The drill will begin at 7:00 a.m. and will continue until about 1:00 p.m.  During that time, the public can expect to see 
emergency responders in full gear.  They will also hear sirens and may see police, fire and ambulances traveling with 
lights and sirens to and from the locations. 
 
We ask the public to use caution when driving through the areas where this exercise is being conducted.  Remember, this 
is only a drill.  The object of the simulated emergency response drill is to make it as realistic as possible in order to 
provide emergency personnel, Kinder Morgan employees, and San Juan College personnel the best training experience 
possible. 
 
The San Juan College Library will be closed from 8 a.m. to noon on (October 13, 2013). SJC Classes will be held as 
scheduled; however, to accommodate the drill, there may be alternate access into some buildings. For further information, 
go to www.sanjuancollege.edu.   Other businesses and locations near all of the sites will be open and will continue to do 
business as usual during the drill.   
 
County officials said that the drill is designed to help agencies and communities prepare for a major emergency in the San 
Juan County area.  “It is important for the County to participate in exercises such as these,” explained Don Cooper, San 
Juan County Emergency Manager.  “It not only helps us to prepare for what to do in the event of a real emergency, but it 
also provides an avenue for various agencies in San Juan County to train together and continue building stronger 
relationships.”   
 
“Kinder Morgan is proud to be the 2013 Local Emergency Planning Committee Sponsor and participate in this vital drill to 
ensure all local agencies are adequately prepared for potential emergencies,” said Doug Schminke, manager of 
operations for division 3 of Kinder Morgan West Region Natural Gas Pipelines. 
 
“We appreciate the dedication of our partner organizations to provide training exercises that ensure the wellbeing of our 
emergency responders, the safety of our neighbors and the protection of the environment” said Don Cooper, San Juan 
County Emergency Manager, “without the support of industry leaders like Kinder Morgan, and our past sponsors, 
emergency responders in San Juan County would not have the opportunity to come together to test our combined 
resources and skill.” 
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