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County to Lobby against the State’s Funding Plan for Centennial Care 

 

San Juan County, NM –   The State of New Mexico Human Services Department is proposing  to re-direct  

County’s  second l/8
th

 Gross Receipts Tax to the state in order to fund hospitals under the Centennial Care 

Program.   San Juan County imposed the second l/8
th

 Gross Receipts Tax in 1989 to fund the County Indigent 

Fund.  The Commission later amended the dedication of the tax to “support of indigent patients who are 

residents of the county”.    

 

Of the $4.5 million dollars collected from this tax, one-half is now transferred to the State of New Mexico for 

the State Supported Medicaid fund and the remaining one-half is used to assist in paying for the health care 

needs of the citizens of San Juan County who qualify as being indigent.   Providers under the Indigent Fund 

include San Juan Regional Medical Center, SJRMC Ambulance Services;  Childhaven;  PMS/Farmington 

Community Health Center;  San Juan Home Health;  Northwest NM Hospice;  Family Crisis Center;  

Bloomfield Nursing and Rehab;  San Juan Rehabilitation Hospital;   San Juan County DWI and Meth Treatment 

Facilities;  Four Winds;  PMS/Totah.  

 

Under the State’s proposal, San Juan Regional Medical Center will not receive any funding from Centennial 

Care and the County would still be required to pay over $2 million dollars to the State Supported Medicaid 

Fund.   

 

According to the County’s CEO, Kim Carpenter, “the impact of this proposal could potentially force some local 

providers to shut down and force the county to increase taxes in order to pay the State Supported Medicaid 

Fund”.    

 

“To take county taxes, imposed by the County Commission for the benefit of county residents and redirect the 

funding to the rest of the state is just not a reasonable option” stated County Commission Chairman Scott 

Eckstein.     San Juan County plans to aggressively fight against the taking of their tax money. 
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