
Oil and Gas Storm Water Permitting 

Non-Exempt Facilities and Activities 

The following facilities and activities (list may not be exhaustive) are not exempt 
and must have CWA section 402 permit coverage to discharge stormwater (if 
they do not qualify for the conditional no exposure waiver). These are typically 
downstream from an oil and gas exploration, production, processing or treatment 
operation, or transmission facility, and they involve or support the physical and/or 
chemical transformation of raw materials into final manufactured products for 
sale. 

 Improvements to public roads for access to projects 
 LNG re-gasification terminals 
 Conventional petroleum and petrochemical refineries (as defined in 40 

CFR 419) 
 Fischer-Tropsche “Clean Fuels” synthetic fuel plants 
 Ethanol plants 
 Oil shale refineries, Cracking Plants 
 Natural gas utility or city-owned “end-user” distribution systems connecting 

industrial, commercial and residential customers 
 Offshore jack-up rigs, semi-submersible drill ships, dynamically positioned 

drill ships, production platforms and LNG re-gasification terminals subject 
to regulation of deck drainage (40 CFR 435) and Ocean Discharge Criteria 
(CWA 403) 

 Refined products pipelines (connecting refineries with local and distant 
product storage facilities) 

 Company and/or privately owned hotels, RV parks, campgrounds, worker 
camps, barracks and airport facilities servicing oil and gas exploration 
drilling and production operations 

 Centralized equipment maintenance and storage facilities owned by oil and 
gas drilling contractors, oilfield service companies (for example, 
Halliburton, Baker-Hughes, Schlumberger) and operating companies (for 
example, Devon Energy, BP-Amoco, El Paso) that are not contiguous to 
an exempt facility/activity 

 Support industries that supply materials and products to the oil and gas 
industry as well as other industries (for example, metal fabrication shops, 
sand suppliers, gravel suppliers, concrete suppliers, trucking companies, 
river barge terminals, etc.) 

 


