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MINUTES

March 17, 2024 « Regular Meeting * 12:00 p.m.
In-Person

Google Meet joining info
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/zgr-okej-bjp
Or dial: (US) +1 256-907-0295 PIN: 347 805 959#

More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/zgr-okej-bjp?pin=5499963795360

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
President Robert Lapahie, Jr. called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Laura Benally, Secretary/Treasurer did the roll call by voter’s Sign-In Sheet and
verbally announcing their president. There was 14 community members and 5
officials present which constituent a quorum.

INVOCATION
Invocation provided by Michael Warren.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

President Lapahie request of Matthew Tso, Vice President to review of the agenda.
VP Tso read the agenda, President Lapahie request for a motion.

Motion by __Elliot Jim to approve agenda, second by Michael Warren.
Discussion:

Mrs. Anita Hayes request to add the following to the agenda) TDK-2403-06:
Emergency Fund (Fund 17) Management Plan for the TseDaaKaan Chapter, 2"
Resolution is the Virtual Voting Meeting that the President Nygren did not sign, and
put her name as the first one on the report. Then Myron Begay would like to introduce
himself and the program he works with which Peacemaking Program. Maryann
Benally request to be put on the agenda and give an update on SanJuan County
Election. Also, Joseph Hernadez, Candidate for NM State Representative would like
to be on the agenda to announce his candidacy. The above was put into the agenda.
President Lapahie request for voting.

Vote: Favor: _17 Oppose: _ 00 Abstain: _01

TSE DAA K’AAN CHAPTER GOVERNMENT

Robert Lapahie, Jr., President - Matthew D. Tso, Vice President - Laura J. Benally, Secretary/Treasurer



Rickie Nez, Council Delegate - Lavone Gamenez, Farm Board - Larry Johnson, Grazing Representative
Anita Hayes, Chapter Manager

READING AND APPROVAL OF THE LAST MEETINGS MINUTES OF:

President Lapahie calls for a motion.

Motion by __ Elliot Jim to approve the two dates mentioned below of the last
meeting’s minutes, second by Michael Warren.

1. February 19, 2024 Regular Meeting
2. March 03, 2024 Planning Meeting
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote: Favor: 15 Oppose: _00 Abstain: 03
OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS

1) TDK Resolution: TDK-2403-01: Approving and Supporting the Tse Daa K'aan
Chapter Public Employment Program and Funding for Equipment Operator
Application in the amount of $12,943.00.

Motion by __Lavone Garnenez to approve resolution TDK-2403-01, second by
Elliot Jim .

Discussion:

Mrs. Anita Hayes, Chapter Manager presented this resolution, she stated that once
the resolution is approved, she will get the PEP Project application completed.
Presently the Equipment Operator’s position has been advertisement, and close on
Friday, March15, 2024, the operator will work for six months, and must have an valid
driver’s license. Mr. George stated that the applicant doesn’t have to have a driver’s
license, what does that mean? Mrs. Hayes stated that the individual has to have a
valid driver’s license to drive the chapter truck and equipment’s. Then, Alfred Smart,
Sr. ask if the Equipment Operator has to have a CDL byaw? Mr. Warren responded
and said that it's a farm equipment, and the tribe don’t recognize that. President
Lapahie stated that he is asking about the heavy equipment operator, doesn'’t they
have to have a CDP. For insurance purpose only cover on a short-term bases, and
a CDL is not required. The main purpose for the PEP is to trained the worker to
enhance their skills in operating an equipment. We are also getting new farm
equipment to utilize in our community farmers. Mr. Smart continue to state to hire a
permanent person for this Equipment Operator’s position. Mrs. Hayes stated that it
can be done with a Chapter Resolution, and we are a non-certified chapter and we
can seek other resources for this position. President Lapahie stated that this position
can be done, however, it will affect our budget, where will we take the funds out, and
doing so, we will jeopardize other project funds. It is doable but we can request
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through a different program. Mr. Jim ask where the training is at, and who makes the
decision to hire this operator. Then President Lapahie continues to speak on how the
diesel and DEF fluid works together, and you need to know how to utilized this
additive with the diesel, it has caused us a lot of money to repair this tractor.
President request for a vote.

Vote: Favor: 16 _ Oppose: _03  Abstain: 02

2) TDK Resolution: TDK-2403-02: Approving and Supporting the Tse Daa K'aan
Chapter Public Employment Program and Funding for Office Aide Application in the
amount of $11,769.0
Motion by _Michael Warren to approve resolution TDK-2403-02, second by
Elliot Jim .

Discussion:

Mrs. Anita Hayes, Chapter Manager did the presentation on this resolution, she
stated that once the resolution is approved, she will get the PEP Project application
completed. Presently the Office Aide position has been advertised, and close on

Friday, March15. The individual hired will work for six months as a clerk for the front
office.

Vote: Favor: 15 Oppose: _00  Abstain: 03

3) TDK Resolution: TDK-2403-03: Supporting Navajo Transitional Energy Company and
American Rare Earths to apply for a reconnaissance permit to conduct geologic fieldwork
on the Navajo Nation.

Motion by _Charlotte Jones to approve resolution TDK-2403-03, second by
Elliot Jim .
Discussion:

Ms. Jones stated that they are only requesting for a support resolution on the Navajo
Nation. Mrs. Benally quickly did an overview on a letter that was submitted of why
this resolution is needed. American Red Earth is collaborating with Navajo
Transitional Energy Company to identify rare potential deposits resources of rare
earth elements on Navajo Nation. The object is to determine the concentration of
RRE rough outcrops and to collect initial field samples at the potential RRE
occurrences, some limited geological mapping of the potential RRE baring formation
may also be conducted. Utilize a lot with fluorescent tool on rock samples for further
characterization, and the report will be going back to the Navajo Nation Mineral
Department. Basically, they are doing the work for the Navajo Nation, and just asking
for support. There are several areas on the Navajo Nation that this field work will be
done. For our area, its near chimney rock area. Map was shown to the community
people.

Vote: Favor: 13 Oppose: _01  Abstain: 05
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4) TDK Resolution: TDK-2403-04: Supporting the issuance of a Navajo Nation Tribal
Authorization Access (TAA) Agreement to the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (NTUA)
to Construct, Operate, and Maintain a New Distribution Power Line with Fiber Optic
Cable within the TseDaa’Kaan (Hogback Chapter) for the benefit of the Navajo-
Gallup Water Supply Project’'s San Juan Lateral Water Treatment Plant.

Motion by __Michael Warren to approve resolution TDK-2403-04, second by
_Lavone Garnenez.

Discussion:

Anita Hayes mentioned that there was a tabling motion in place from the prior

meeting and asked if there were any persons who table this resolution if they are

here. President Lapahie stated that this resolution was tabled because, the area of
where they want to put the powerline is within the grazing rights of those people on
N36. It was table to have the NTUA and Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project’'s San
Juan Lateral Water Treatment Plan give a presentation to the community of what this
project is about. So did you meet with them or gave a presentation to them. Mrs. M.
E. Benally stated that she is here, because this project is requesting an additional
100 acres, my question is what is in it for the community member in our area. Ms.
Susie Beall, a right of way agent, and is working for NTUA, she stated that the
supporting resolution that she is asking for is a new powerline for the San Juan Lateral
Water Treatment Plant. The Bureau of Reclamation is wanted to building this water
Treatment Plant will be in a curve area on N36 Road, and we will be doing one single
line. The area is from the Nenahnezad two Sub, we will provide electricity from there,
and the new line is within the existing right of way, the propose Water Treatment is
here, therefore, it's a new line from outer shirts of San Juan Chapter area, its going
to be 2.7 miles, the Hogback area will be one Mile, the total miles is 7.25. The only
thing we will provide electricity line to directly to the Water Treatment Plant, its only to
be a three-phase line. If there is home within that area, we can provide the electric to
them. This area is already approved through NM State in 2009, they had a Water
settlement meeting, and water pipeline will along the 491 Road from Hogback to
Naschitti into Gallup. It's under the US Bureau of Reclamation, environmental studies
have been completed, it was passed by Congress. S/T Benally stated and pointed on
the map where the ladies have their grazing permit areas, as well as the Benally
family from San Juan Chapter area. You will need the permittee’s approval to get the
land. Ms. Beall stated that she did talk with a Grazing Official, and these areas are
not in the Grazing Permit area, she did contact Angelita Benally, whom she hasn'’t
met, and they don’t need signatures of these permittees. Mr. Larry Johnson, Grazing
Officials stated that within a half mile radius from the project, they don’'t need the
Grazing Permittee’s permit, and these permittees have to have their tally count within
the last five years. Mr. Cly is aware of this project, there are five permittees, have to
gather the people in this area for their consent. According to the laws, if they don’t
use the grazing area within the half mile radius then we don’t need their consent. Mr.
Johnson stated that the Water Treatment Plant has been approved and is a Federal
Project, this will help the people within the 43 chapters area.
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The laws are different when it comes to the Federal request. There is three treatment
plant, one in Naschitti area. Ms. M.E. Benally stated that it's a matter of courtesy that
we need to know what projects or plans is going on. Mr. Jim stated that the Greenview
Project came to our homes and talked to us about their project. Ms. Beall stated that
she did talk with the permittee area.

Vote: Favor: 08 Oppose: _03  Abstain: 06

5) TDK Resolution: TDK-2403-05: Opposing Legislation 0047-24; Changing The Navajo
Nation Primary Election Date.
Motion by __Anita Hayes to approve resolution TDK-2403-05, second by _Laria
Hatch .
Discussion:
Mr. Paul George did present this and stated that the Health and Human Services
approved to change the new Primary date to July 30, 2024, but the President Nygren
has not signed this change. Reason to change this date is that Arizona changes their
date to July 03, 2024. So, we are opposing the Legislation 0047-24 in changing the
Navajo Nation Primary Election Date from August 06, 2024, and changed to July 30,
2024 which is the new proposed date. Right now, its up to the President of the Navajo
Nation, and a lot of people ask the President to veto the Legislation. Mr. Jim ask the
changed because its conflicting with the Arizona voting date. If we have it on August
06,2024, and Arizona is changing there to July 30, 2024. Mrs. Hayes stated that if
this date changes, it will confuse the elders.

Vote: Favor: 15 Oppose: _01  Abstain: 02

6) TDK Resolution: TDK-2403-06: Emergency Fund (Fund 17) Management Plan
For the TseDaaKaa Chapter

Motion by __Elliot Jim to approve resolution, second by Michael Warren.
Discussion:

Mrs. Hayes, Chapter Manager gave a quick overview of this supporting resolution, in which
the Emergency Fund (Fund 17) Management Plan for TseDaaKaan which is needed for
emergency funds that are derived from the Navajo Nation and is a requirement from the B &
F Committee out of our Budget Manual. When the Council gave the emergency funds to the
chapters, we had to have some means of how this fund is to be applied regarding the Winter
Storm, and we couldn’t wait for the Management Plan which is being ask after-the-fact. The
purpose of the funds was for home-heating, how you heat your home. So, in the future we
will need a Fund Management Plan to be applied. President Lapahie stated that Delegate
Toth is the one that approved for all the chapters to get this fund. Mr. Lewis ask Mrs. Hayes
ask if there was an expenditure plan regarding this fund. Mrs. Hayes replied and stated that
yes, chapter officials and chapter administration got together and got this plan in place. VP
Tso stated that the only thing | see is that the NN President Nygren to Declare the Emergency,
Mrs. Hayes interjected and stated that we are a certified chapter, and our Chapter President
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